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American
Monuments
of Greeks

By Steve Frangos
TNH Stalf Writer

The monuments of Greek
America are all around us. Not
all of them, however, wera as-
tablished by Creeks. Instead,
many were created by local

ican communities in recog-
nition of some individual Hel-
Jene. No systematic listing of
Greek-American monuments ex-
ists, nor has any writer system-
aticelly researched and written
about those monuments 8s a
distince classification. That is es.
pecially suange, not because
there are so few existing monu-
ments ~ namely, sices ame:l&hys-
ical markings of the Greelt ax-
perience along the American
landscape - but rather because
there are so many. [n fact, it is
impossible even to list them all
within a single article,

If you find all of this hard to
believe, remember that the
word “monument” indudes: his-
torical houses and buildings,
graves, statues, commemorative
plaques, public works of art,
streets, gardens, parks, public
buildings, boats, rooms, war
memorials, walls, swimming
pools, historical markers, foun-
taing, and stadiums,

We need to locate and iden-
tify all of those sites, Taken to-
gether, they are part of our co)-
lective heritage as Greeks living
in North America. Nonethaless,
even as we consider this a yet-
to-be researched aren of Greek-
American studies, we must al-
ways be conscious that those
memorials represent two differ-
ent sorts of visions: one dis-
tinctly Greek and the other ever
and always American, Given the
magnitude of this topic I will fo-
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cal markars,

The Greeks' presence in the
United States predates the ar-
sival of Greek workers during
the 1880-1920 era. Conse-
quently, public plaques are ded-
icated to persons and events
that reach buck to the first
Greeks that arrive. in the New
World.

MONUMENTS DURING THE
! EXPLORATION ERA

Greeks who arrived in the
New World during the Age of
Exploration include Den
Teodoro, Pedro de Candia, Juan
De Fuca, and Eustrate Delarof.
All of chose men have had some

of monument dedicated to
em. For instance, various his-
torical markers in the United

Continued on page 3
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States and Canada offer testi-
tnony to the seamanship and
discoveries of the Hellene the
Spanish called Juan de Fuca,
one of which is found West of
Port Angeles, WA on Highway

came to the New World in 1768  painted murals on the walls, a
as sertlerg of the historic New marble-tiled floor, and a couple
. bt ¥ of private curtained booths, Ma-

* jor alterations and renovations
¥ of the premise and kitchen were
» completed in 1966. The dining
room_was expanded in 1978
€ addition of the '1907'

embodied in our American way

101. A Seventeenth Century ac-  of life so that generations yet rdom. Another expansion of the
count states that Apostolos Va-  unbom may fulfill the hopesen-  Bright Star occurred in 1985
lerianos discovered a waterway gendered by these priceless the addition of the ‘Dixie’
through the northwest comer Jegacies. Presented by the Order iR ‘Green’ rooms.

of Notth America in 1592 - a
Northwest Passage. Valerianos
reportedly sailed for the Span-
ish under the name “Juan de
Fuca."
. For a century and a half, no
one utilized the claim. Finally,
in the late Eightgenth Cenrury
explorers of many nations sailed
their tall ships to the Pacific
Narthwest to chart, claim, and
trade, In 1787 Charles William
Barkley, an Englishman com-
manding the Imperial Eagle and
seeking sea otter pelts from In-
diap people, sighted a major in-
let. Honoring that legendary an-
cient mariner, Barkley named
the inlet “de Fuca.”
. Many scholars have no diffi-
gulty in accepting Apostolos Va-
lerianos as an actual historical
figure. Like other aspects of his-
tory, however, markers are a
perennially-debated topic~ sub-
Ject to far more interpretacion,
outright censorship, and com-
petini ideologies than the aver-
age observer might realize,
Incidentally, for those Graek-
mlcans who have never
: of Valerianos (a.k.a. de
Euca) de Candia, or the others,
gome basic research and reading
is in order, If Greek-Americans
will not take the time to explore
their Hellenic Heritage, then
why should anyone else?
MONUMENTS
DURING THE COLONIAL ERA
During the American Colo-
nial Era, the New Smymna
Colony was first major migra-
ton of Greeks to North America.
Dz, Andsew Tumbull, a Scottish
dogsor. married to a Greek
woman from Smyma, estab-
lished that colany some 70 miles
south of $t. Augustine, FL. Nu-
merous historical markers com-
memorating that colony were
established by Greeks and non-
Grcegs ;7lll.k:h In New Sl:nyma
Beach, | ere is a bronze
plaque embedded in a rock for-
mation. The inscription reads:
"To the past, to the present, 1o
the future... Dedicated on this
200th anniversary in honor of
those intrepid Hellenes who

of Ahepa, American Hellenijc Ed-
ucational Progressive Associa-
tion, May 4, 1968." The first
time I saw it a local Greek
woman who led me to it tld
me that on May 3, 1968 - the
eve of the bicentennial anniver-
sary of the colony's founding -
vandals had thrown red paint
acrosy it, Several Greek women
had ro clean it off before the
dedication ceremonies took
place the next day,

On St. George Street in St.
Augustine, where many monu-
ments to the New Smyma
Colony exist, one in particular
reads: “Casa Avero ~ St. Photios
National Greek Orthodox
Shrine. Built 1794-Restored
1979. This shrine is dedicated
to the memory of the 400
Greeks who arrived in St. Au-
gustine in 1768, took on fresh
supplies, and then journeyed
south to help settle the colony
of New Smymna, Florida. After
ten difficult years, the survivors
of that colony sought refuge in
St. Augustine, where they gath-
ered in the Avero House for
worship. These picneers com-
prised the first permanent set-
tlement of Greeks on this conti-
nent. This house is listed in the
National Register of Historic
Places. Property of Greek Qrtho-
dox Archdiocese Of North and
South America”

MONUMENTS
IN MODERN ERA

A two-sided historical
marker was placed in Bessemer,
AL in 2010 by the Alabama
Tourist Department. One side
of the marker reads: “Bright
Star ‘Alabama's oldest restau-
rant.’ In 1907, Greek immigrant
‘Tom Bonduris invested his sav-
ings and opened a small café
with only a horseshoe shaped
bar at First Avenue and 21st
Street in Bessemer, Alabama.
Outgrowing three locations, the
Bright Star moved to this site
in 1915, and introduced pa-
trons to a new dining atmos-
phere. The interior of rthe
restaurant has remained true to
its 1915 glory, with hand
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;,&the years, the
Star's reputation and
vit! excelled because of
tinued commit-
yding sarvice and
el and the dedi-

usiness. Since
ght Star expe-
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.nd Proud throughout the United States

.m remarkable growth, ex-

panding from a 25-seat café to
A 300-seat restaurant, all with-

sacrilicing quality. The
Bright Star has garnered nu-.
ymerous awards, including being

Your immediate ancestors
traveled halfway around
the world to help build
this American countyy
and culture that you now
enjoy..Nothing can

or should get in your way
to establishing a Greek:
American monument in
your own communiq?.

listed since 2005 in the }100
dishes to eat in Alabama before
you die’ brochuse ereacdd byl the
Aldbdma Tourism Departmeént.
in 2010, if was Hidnored by the
James Beard Foundation’,
the American Classics Ay
The Ameticag Classics Aw.
given to five Testaurants a yedr

with timeless appeal, beloved
for quality food rfm reflects, the
character of their community-
from small, regional restau-
rancs, watering holes and

“shacks, to lunch counters and

down-home eateries that have
carved out a special place on
the American culinary land-
scape.”

ARE THERE GREEK-
Qmucm MONUMENTS IN
YOUR HOMETOWN?

The Greek-American histori-
cal markers mentioned above
are obviously less than a hand-
fuul of thase found, quite litarally,
from sea to shining sea. Some
g::ersddes;]gnat;i chur?ill_!ei: on

» National Registry of Histor-
!ca!glaces. including some in
Derrolt, MI; Salt Lake City, UT;
Pueblo, CO; Oakland, CA; and
various others. Many might im-
1 y presume chat either
,br the Archdiocese was

Améfican monument that 1 am
aware of ever came into being
without the initial efforts, long-
term agitation, and direct sup-

pore of the local Greek commuy-
nity in which the monuments
now stand.

Does n Greek-American
ument exist in youdmnﬂ:ﬁ
Greek Ameyica’s enduring
political connections and effec-
tive engagemens of -city, state;
and federal agencies are cer-
tainly responsible for a vast
number of monuments, Accord-
ingly, no one is stopping you.or
your local community from, es-
tablishing a Greek-American his-
torical macker, statue, or some
ather kind of monument in your
own hometown.

Your immediate ancestors
traveled halfway around the
world ro help build this Amer-
can country and culture that
you now enjoy. You are de-
scended from a people whose
conception of monuments estab-
lished this form in Westem Civ-
ilization. What are you waiting
for? Nothing can or should get
in your way to esrablishing a
Greek-American monument in
YOUT GWN COMMUDity.

greclanmon@yahoo.com
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i, POCKET-LESS
PITA BREAD. |

Kontos Foods
. The Leading Company in Flat Breads '
Well known for the Pocket-LessPita "
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Manufacturers of Authentic Ethnic
Hand Stretched Flat bread. T
Kontos the first family in fillo dough and fillo pm’dug

FILLO KATAIFI, BAKLAVA, SPANAKOPITA, TYROPITA
NUT ROLL, MELOMAKARONA -
and the TRADITIONAL MEDITERRANEAN o?ﬁ
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Excellent quality and service.

We distribute in USA and Canada.
Special prices for communities, schools, ch
festivals and other events

Kontos Foods, Inc
Box 628, Palerson, NI 07544

Tel.: (973) 278-2800 Fax; (973) 278-7943
Kontos.com
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