Early Anti-
Greek Attacks
In New York

By Steve Frangos
| Special to The National Herald

When [ was small boy my yiayia
(grandmother) told me that, when-
ever one of the old Greek men en-
tered the room, 1 was to stand up
and give him my chair. On more
than one occasion, when [ didn't
move fast enough, my yiayia re-
minded me by pulling me out of the
chair. This sign of respect was not
an empty gesture. Even in so small
a thing as offering these men a seat
was an acknowledgement of all
that they had suffered; all that they
were forced to sacrifice so we could
live well,

During the late 1880° through
the early 1900's Greek immigrant
men were being attacked for an
HUmber of reasons all across the

coumiry. The accounts which follow
document strictly the attacks

against Greek street peddlers in
ﬁ'e‘w York Clgz. For those who might |

ese were insignificant af-
fairs, exaggerated and embellished
by self-serving Greeks, I have elect-
ed to take these accounts directly
from the pages of the New York
Times, You can decide who was the
victim and who the criminal.
DEATH BY PEDDLING
Anyone who thinks that walking
with or standing next to a pushcart
for 12 hours or more a day is not
demanding physical and mental
work is just crazy. One example of
the physical stress involved is
“George Zambris, 50, a Greek ped-
dler, of 67 Cherry Street, who died
in Gouvemeur Hospital, having
been found unconscious on the
pavement in front of 59 Roosevelt
Street. Although the temperature
ran no higher than 84 during the
day, the air was most oppressive,
and reports from the various hospi-
tals of the city told of numerous
prostrations (August 31, 1900)."
That- the newly arrived Greek
peddlers had large amounts of
money on their persons was quickly
understood. Greeks were frequent-
ly attacked. “On March 11, 1898
(Patrick) Murphy is alleged in the
company with James Nevey, Frank
Dunn,  assaulted Demetrius
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Calogeros, a Greek peddler, at 437
East Thirteenth Street. Calogeros
died in Bellevue Hospital on March
18. The three others were arrested
and convicted of the crime. Murphy
escaped, fleeing to California. He
returned to this city recently, and
became intoxicated last night, thus
falling into the hands of the police
(January 15, 1899).”

Many other such examples
could be cited.

THE GREEK RIOTS

The terms ‘riot,’ ‘raid,’ and ‘mobs’
are often used to describe large
street fights between Greek immi-
grants and assorted others. It seems
that, at times, these attacks fed off
each other so there would be cycles
of attacks where riots in different
parts of the city would occur, one af-
ter the other, The locations of these
‘street riots’ will surprise many a
born and bred New Yorker,

The inherent racism and total dis-
regard for the victims can be easily
read on May 15, 1901: “Messenger
boys owned Broad Street for about
half and hour at noon yesterday, and
mischief ran riot, much to the dis-
comfiture of pushcart peddlers and
‘curb’ brokers. Two boys stole some
bananas, and the Greek peddler
started to avenge his loss. In half a
minute Broad Street, from Wall
Street to Exchange Place, was filled
with boys, issuing from nearly every
doorway, to take part in the excite-
ment by tipping over pushcart after
pushcart, until the unhappy Greeks
fled wildly.

“Not a policeman was in sight,
and a ‘curb’ broker went through Ex-
change Place and New Street to Wall
Street and back again in an unsuc-
* cessful search for one. This same dif-
ficulty occurred during the noon
1 hour on two previous occasions,
I when boys used their lejsure time to
{ upset pushcarts. A number of bro-
kers grabbed offending boys, but
| quickly allowed them to go.

“Finally, the reserves from the Old
Slip Station arrived, and the crowd
scattered in haste. The only other in-
cident was the arrest of an elevator

boy from one of the office buildings,
whn frund tn his oriaf aftar ha hit

ing for trouble, started a riot at the
fruit stand and fish stand of James
Dekaco, a Greek vendor, 74 years
old, yesterday, at Surf Avenue and
West Eighth Street on Coney Island,
and before they were subdued, the
reserves from the police staticn were
called out, and there was a greatdeal
of excitement...

“The row started when eight
strong young men refused to pay for
cerain refreshments that they had
received at the stand, and the aged
vendor, who looks like a man of 40,
and a very vigorous one at that,
called his assistant to his aid, and
tried to force them to do so. They
laughed at him and commenced to
wreck the stand.

“Several Greeks from near-by
stands joined in a battle royal, dur-
ing which all the wares on the stand
were pressed into service... Sgt
Dooling cailed out the reserves and
came on a run with ten men. They
had a very lively time for a while, but
ultimately succeeded in arresting
Joseph Walch, 24 years old, of
Thompson’s Walk, Coney island;
James Mantell and Patrick McCarthy
of 447 Surf Avenue, who were
locked up and charged with being
drunk and disorderly, and will ap-
pear in the Coney island Police Court
today for trail... The fruit stand was
completely wrecked so also was the
proprietor.”

The sheer unexpectedness and
complete ugliness of these street ri-

“From the windows of
nearby houses were
hurled flower pots and
heavy iron kitchen ware
which fell alike on the
heads of the peddlers”

ots was also depicted on July 11,
1907 when a crowd attacked a small
collectivity of Greek vendors in
Harlem:

“Fifteen Greek peddlers of ice
cream sandwiches were on their way
to their homes through 100th Street
last night, when one of the men
knocked down a little girl at Madison

Streat. Tt wme. an.arrident and tha



his man, that his victim was a police-
man in plain clothes,
“Deputy Commissioner
was in the financial district later on
looking around. He seemed to re-
gard the riots more or less seriously,
and said that the only way to prevent
such affairs was to keep pushcart
miemrducof Wall Stréet. He added,
‘There should be no beltin’ down
here. A person don’t Jmow what sort
of gentleman he’s hitting’.'”
A FREE FOR ALL
ON CONEY ISLAND
It was a summer day, August 11,
1903 when the “Riot at Coney Is-
land” occurred. Even through this
account attempts to offer a full de-
scription of this street fight, its snide
use of language was clearly meant to
poke fun at the event and the Greeks.
“Eight large and muscular men,
looking like longshoremen and look-

child was not hurt, but a crowd of
men and women attacked the ped-
dlers.

“From the windows of nearby
houses were hurled flower pots and
heavy iron kitchen ware, which fell
alike on the heads of the peddlers
and their assailants. Someone tele-
phoned Police Headquarters, and
when Capt. Corcofan and the re-
serves drove up in a patrol wagon,
there were several hundred persons
crowded around the peddlers.

“Joseph Goldstein, 30 years old,
of 63 East 111th Street, was cut in
the arm... The police arrested Solza
Zeliciouz, 30 years old, of Park Av-
enue and 110th Street, charging him
with the stabbing.

“At almost the same time, there
was a fight at 125th Street and
Lennox, which tied up the car lines
ont both streets for half an hour, De-
onsios Deimis and Louis Odonogas
have peanut stands at that comer.
Stephan Duves, Nicholas Scofas and
Peter Ovis generally keep their
peanut carts a block to the east, but
last night moved up to the busier cor-
ner. Deimis and Odonogas met them
with a shower of stones, picked up
from where the street is being re-
paired. In the fight that followed, the
nose of Ovis was cut from his face,
The five peddlers were arrested.”

In considering any of the “Greek
riots,” it is prudent to read between
the lines, since many of these attacks
seem likely to have been orchestrat-
ed by officials or street gangs who
had not be paid their extortion
bribes.

It must have been a very tense
summer in 1907, since “Leonidas
Damon of 29 Madison Street, a
young Greek, was locked up in the
Oak Street Station last night on com-
plaint of 16-year-old Agnes West of
31 New Chambers Street, who said
that, on two occasions, she had no-
ticed that he had followed her on the
street. Of course, when he was ar-
rested last night, a crowd threw
things at him and his captor all the
way to the station. The girl simply as-
serted that the young man had fol-
lowed her, and had Policeman Lake
watching her as she went walking
last night... (the reporter goes onto
suggest that) when a young gentle-
man follows you respectfully, isn't it
a sign of love at first sight, and
should I speak to him first? He seems
to be a nice young man.”

That such spontaneous, pro-
nounced and fierce violence would
erupt so indiscriminately against
these Greek imigrants speaks vol-
umes as to their social standing with.
in their local community,

Readers who would like to contact
Mr. Frangos can e-mail him at

greekwrite@yahoo.com.



