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PART 2 to dynamic transformations in terial (in English} in North Amer-

ROUND LAKES, Ill.-Between
the mid-1880s and the end of
World War I, Greek-owned

| cigarette manufacturing compa-
Dies sprang up in Philadelphia and
Boston with the vast majority of
these companies settling, wulti-
mately, in New York City. Phe-
nomenally successful, the Greek
companies soon dominated the
top-end of the fine cigarette mar-
ket. ‘Specializing in hand-rolled,
blended-tobacco cigarettes, Greek
immigrants became immediately
associated, in the American mind,
with this new trade. Ammerican To-
bacco monopolies bought out the
larger Greek companies as early
as 1900. For many historians these
purchases signaled the end of the
Greek role in the cigarette trade,
It should be Stressed, however,
that not'all Greek operated com-
panies sold out to the monopolies
or in fact ever closed their doors.

The meteoric rise of Greeks in
the cigarette manufacturing indys-
fry occurred precisely at the mo.
ment in American history when
the actual means of production ex-
ceéded . consumer needs, The
problem soon became not mass

American advertising, The unex-
pected consequence within the
cigarette manufacturing industry
was that Greek merchants estab.
lished a set of images that would
forever change American notions
of Greeks.

These Greek-owned companies
Spanned the gamut of one Greek
starting his own business and sim-
Ply supporting his family, to an-
other who started the same way
but became a millionaire running
an international company to final-
ly an aiready established Greek
merchant coming from the Ot-
toman Empire to open a branch
cigarette manufacturing factory in
North America,

BOSTON AND
PHILADELPHIA

In 1892, Telemachus T,
Timayenis opened a cigarette
manufacturing establishment at 25
Vanderwater Street in New York
City. Mr. Timayenis is a sinister
figure in American history. This
Greek immigrant’s actions as mer-
chant, writer, lecturer, tutor, and
publisher are too complex for this
account. Still, it must be noted

ica. Accarding to the Boston City
Directory, by 1904, TT Timayenis
& Co. opened a “cigarette manu-
facturers” business at 404 Atlantic
Ave, p

In Bishop Burgess’ “The
Greeks in America,” we encounter
a ploy practiced on the army offi-
cers of the United States in 1898
(that as we shall see was first prac-
ticed by another Greek-owned
company on the British army):
“[TJust before the Spanish War,
two Greek brothers by the name
of Stephanos, peasants from
Epiros, started this business on a
capital of $35. They began by buy-
ing a few pounds of tobacco and
rolling cigarettas. During the
Spanish War they sent, as presents
to the officers of the United States
army, boxes of their cigarettes,
This happy advertising expedient
set the ball rolling, and in ten years

they were millionaires. Now they |

Own one ofi the largest cigarette
factories in the country, in which
they employ some hundred of
their fellow countrymen. This is on
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. As
smoking Americans know, the
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Stephanos cigarettes are sald all over the
country and are of a high grade.”

THE NEW YORK CITY COMPANIES

In 1891, Soterios Anargyros (1849-
1918), already the successful producer of
the Egyptian Deities brand began to man-
ufacture cigarettes in New York City.
Records indicate the Anargyros firm was
first located at 192 Water Street. Accord-
ing to the work of the late Dr. Contopou-
los in his “The Greek Community of New
York City Early Years to 1910,” around
this same time we can easily identify the
following New York-based Greek firms:
the Anglo-Egyptian Co., (2 and 4 Stone
St), Boultbee and Contopoulos, (73 Pearl
St), Demetrius Kazis, (183 Broadway),
Christodoulakis Larendos, (30 Cortland
St), George Morphides, (22 Beaver
Strect), Notaras Brothers, (9 William St,
* later moved to 1215 Broadway), Pappas &
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The succesful Egyptian Deities brand
was produced by Soterios Anargyros.

Cappatos, (1181 Broadway), Constantine
Poulides, (84 Beaver St), and A. Zoniades
& Co., (128 Pearl St).

Other Greek American historians
name additional companies. Between
1895 and 1896, some ten Greek-owned
companies operated in New York City.
The most prominent of these enterprises
were operated by Contopoulos, Volvi, Va-
roni, Poulides Brothers, and the Condax-
opoulos Brothers. While Constantine
Poulides has been mentioned already, the
location from his factory eventually
moved from Beaver Street to 69 Pearl

Street. In this new location, in the finan-
cial district near Battery Park, this family
of tobacconists made their extremely pop-
ular Mignon No 1 cigarettes. Other New
York City-based individuals and' compa-
nies always mentioned include: the An-
toniedes Company, B.D. Dungundzis, Ery
Kehaya (who was the main stockholder
and president of the Standard Commer-
cial Tobacco Company and the Axton-
Fisher Tobacco Company), the Plaloglou
Brothers, and the firm of Z. Vassilades.
All in all, some thirty Greek-owned
cigarette and tobacco companies were
eventually established in New York City
during this period.

Another problem with this whole area
of study is that with some of the smaller
companies we cannot determine if they
were merely distributed in the United
States or if they were also manufactured
here. Notaras’ Egyptian cigarettes were a
popular brand at the turn of the century
but it is unclear from available accounts
whether this company manufactured
cigarettes here or simply distributed them
in America from elsewhere.

In other cases, we know exactly what
took place. With Cairo-based cigarette
merchant Theodoro Vafiadis, for exam-
ple, we know that he elected in the
1870s to have his Vafiadis Cigarettes
brand distributed in the United States
by the Liggett & Myers Tobacco Com-
pany. Beginning in 1870, Theodoro
Vafiadis first began manufacturing
cigarettes in Cairo, with branch facto-
ries in Calcutta, Bombay, London and
Rangoon. He advertised them as “Pur-
veyed to the Household of the Khedive,
the Imperial Court of Austria-Hungary,
His Royal Highness Prince Philip of
Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, the Imperial Court
of Japan, etc., the principal clubs and
the regimental messes of Indja, Burmah
and Canada (see www.wclynx.com).” In
1916, Mr. Vafiadis granted L&M per-
mission to manufacture his Vafiadis
Cigarettes in the United States.

S. ANARGYROS

Accounts vary on when exactly Sotirics
Anargyros arrived in North America. No
one disagrees that Mr. Anargyros was in-
volved in the Greek-operated cigarette
manufacturing trade in England. In 1890,
M:. Anargyros was manufacturing and
selling his Minaret brand cigarette in New
York City. Interestingly, the pack graphics
for Minaret were a combination of Greek
antiquity in a North African setting. By
1893, Mr. Anargyros was manufacturing
his deluxe all-Turkish tobacco Egyptian
Deities Cigarettes at the Anargyros Turk-

ish Factory at West 22nd Street in New
York City. In 1900, James Duke’s Ameri-
can Tobacco Company ‘Trust bought the
3. Anargyros Company, (For more on
Sotirios Anargyros’ life after he left New
York City, see the website http://akss.ae-
olon.net/anargyrqs/).

G. A. GEORGOPULO & COMPAN\T

James A. Shaw asserts that “G. A.
Georgopulo & Co., Inc. was the agent for
the Turkish State Monopoly in the United
States. George Georgopulo and his broth-
ers Basil and Theodore made their high
quality cigarettes at 48 Stone Street, a
very old fashion building tucked into the
Wall Street financial district of lower
Manhattan. Tobacco workers in this small
four-story factory made luxury cigarettes
for members of America’s exclusive pri-
vate clubs, and a few other discriminaling
smokers. The brothers liked to tell visitors
to their factory that Admiral Byrd took
Georgopulo-made cigarettes with him on
his historic South Pole expedition, ” (see
www.welynx.com/burntofferings).

Two popular brands long associated
with the Georgopulo Company was Jakar-
ta clove flavored cigarettes and Jezebel,
which was a colored and perfumed party
cigarette made from fine Turkish and vin-
tage sun-cured Virginia tobaccos. G. A.
Georgopulo & Company first made
Jezebel in 1955, In 1992, manufacturer G.
A. Andron, successor to G. A, Georgopu-
lo, felt that playful contemporary graphics
would enhance the festive nature of the
colorful cigarette.

Cigarettes also prompt memories of
nostalgia. Here is a fragment recalling
school day memories of the mid-1940s:
“The only one who had cigarettes was
George Georgopulo. His father had a to-
bacco store in New York City and sold
foreign tobaccos. George would put these
Turkish cigarettes in a Lucky Strike pack
or in an empty Gamel pack, so when
someone lit up to smoke, they nearly died
(www.lafayetteexperience.com/alumni/cla
ss_notes/1945.html).”

ROYAL NESTOR CIGARETTES

In 1869, Nestor Gianaclis was the first
important Greek tobacco merchant o
leave Constantinople and establish him-
self in Egypt. 1t is necessary to stress that
Mr. Gianaclis arrived before the Ot-
toman-imposed monopoly. Nestor Giana-
clis could not have foreseen what was to
unfold on the world market. Yet Mr. Gi-
anaclis was destined for unimagined suc-
cess. We need only to turn to the pages of
Alexander Kitroeff's, “The Greek in

Melachrino Cigarettes were originally
manufactered in Cairo by M. Melachri-
no, This Egyptian style cigarette became
famous throughout the world.

Egypt 1919-1937 Ethnicity and Class,”
(Ithaca Press, London: 1989), to see how
this came about: “For a dinner party he
was giving for British officers in Egypt, the
Khedive Tawfiq ordered 50,000 cigarettes
from his supplier, Nestor Gianaclis, who
was a major manufacturer in Cairo. The
officers liked the cigarettes so much that
next day, they sought out the Gianaclis
factory to buy more. They were surprised
to find that the ‘factory’ was nothing more
than a small shop in the Rue de Mousky.”

Soon Mr. Gianaclis was claiming the
honor (which we can be fairly sure he paid
for) of being the one cigarette manufac-
turer “By Appointment Purveyor to H.H.
The Khedive of Egypt.” This claim can
still be seen prominently printed on tins of
his cigarettes,

In 1905, the high tax on finished im-
poried cigarettes forced Mr. Gianaclis to
open his second factory on Roxbury
Street in Boston.

MILTIADES MELACHRINO

As noted in “A History of the Greeks in
the Americas 1453-1935, (Proctor, Ann
Arbor: 1995), Miltiades Melachrino, who
was known as Michael Melachrinos in New
York circles, “came from Egypt not as an
immigrant but as a well known manufac-
turer of Egyptian cigarettes. He estab-
lished a branch factory in New York and
succeeded in finding a market for his prod-
ucts within a very short period of time. He
made a fortune, and eventually left the
country. But his cigarettes are still in the
markel.” According to James A, Shaw, in
1904 Melachrino, “decided to expand his

operations to the United States, and be-
gan making his Egyptian style cigarettes in
Factory No. 649, 1st District State of New
York. Melachrino No. 9 and the slightly
larger Melachrino No. 4, Plus Non Plus
Ultra Cigarettes, were tobacconist
Melachrino’s most popular brands. His
business, M. Melachrino and Company,
and the different brand names, were sold
to the Tobacco Products Corporation
about 1913. Miltiades Melachrino started
a second cigarette manufacturing compa-
ny in New York during the early 1920's.
Crocodile Cigarettes, Miltiades
Cigarettes, and Silver King Cigarettes
were made in Factory No. 1016, 3rd Dis-
trict New York from 1923 until 1928. Mr,
Melachrino advertised that this new com-:
pany had ‘No connection with other;
f‘n.ns L1l :
Melachrino Clgarettes celebrated their |
50th anniversary in 1929. In celebrauon,.
the company offered two boxes of :
Melachrino No. 9 free when a flat SO-tm'
was purchased This special offer came
packaged in an elegant gold jubilee card-.
board box. Melachrino Clgarettes wereu
originally manufactured in Cairo by'
Melachrino. We cannot over stress the.
fact that this Egyptian style cigarette be- !
came famous throughout the world w1th«
some considerable help from the British |
Army. When soldiers that had been sta-
tioned in Egypt were transferred to posts
around the globe, their enchantment with
Melachrino and the other brands of
Greek blended-cigarettes never flagged.
Aside from the physical manufacture
of tobacco products, Greeks established
enduring stereotypes related to smoking
that are still common motifs. One thing
we need to stress is that the Greek manu-
facturers of these hand-rolled cigarettes
were especially proud of their products.
As such, they put their names on many of
the packs, boxes, and tins of cigarettes
they sold. You can go to any antique shop,
¢Bay, or outlet for specialty items and
purchase your own pack, box, tin or ad-
vertising page of Melachrino, Royal
Nestor and virtually any of the Greek
cigarette brands mentioned in this article.:
These packs, cardboard boxes and tin{
boxes are readily available for between $5%
and $20 a piece. At other times, as highlyg
valued collectables, certain items are of-
ten quite expensive and difficult to find. ¥
Yet on virtually all these packs, boxes, orzj
tins of hand-made cigarettes you can see ¢
the printed signatures of these very proud ;!
Greek cigarette manufacturers.
The advertising images found on the
Greek-owned cigarette companies will be
closely examined in our last installment.
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